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SEEING GOD’S MOVEMENT
AND CATCHING HIS WAVE
BY MICHELLE LAW, PASTORAL INTERN

“However, I consider my life worth nothing to
me; my only aim is to finish the race and
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given
me – the task of testifying to the good news
of God’s grace.” — Acts 20:24

As a result of this year’s Youth Summer
Camp, God gave two high school seniors,
Kent Hirano and Tommy Shirota, the vision to
share the Gospel with every South Bay high
school student — not only now, but for years
to come. Along with two youth leaders and
five additional high school students (who
became known as the SWELL Team), they
started planning an event which would allow
them to cast this vision and unite Christian
high school students across the South Bay.

On Saturday, October 10, GVBC hosted The
Wave event where over 150 South Bay high
school students and youth ministry leaders
gathered in the Community Hall for a time of
worship, fellowship, vision-casting, training,
and prayer.

During the event, Kent and Tommy were
able to share the vision behind this
movement. “We are calling the movement
THE WAVE because we want this to be a far-
reaching wave of outreach beyond just one
school campus,” they explained. “We want to
reach the entire South Bay with the Gospel!”

The Wave’s current plans of carrying out this
vision include evangelistic training and
personal witnessing on campus during lunch
and after school; hosting Gospel rallies on
school campuses; and partnering with other
campus ministries which are currently
hosting student-led outreaches. Following
The Wave event, nine South Bay high school
Christian clubs expressed interest in joining
united outreaches this fall and upcoming
spring.

It is extremely inspiring to hear about young
people surrendering their lives to Jesus
Christ and desiring to make an impact for
His Kingdom. For more information about
The Wave, follow them on Instagram at
@thewave_southbay, visit
thewavesb.weebly.com, or contact them via
email at wavesareblessings@gmail.com.

The SWELL Team
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NEARLY 53 MEN FROM GVBC — ranging in age from 18 to 60-plus —
enjoyed a blessed retreat at Victory Ranch from Saturday, October 3 to
Sunday, October 4. The theme of the retreat was “Follow Me.” The Lord
greatly blessed us all.

From awesome worship led by Russell Komae, Anthony Madlangbayan
(Kent’s son-in law), and Daniel Matsuda to powerful messages by Pastor
Kenny Wada from Evergreen San Gabriel Valley; from support and
prayer in small groups to fun games and activities it was an enriching
weekend.

Pastor Kenny challenged us, based on Luke 9:23 with: following Jesus
meant knowing we are sinful men, yet, God still loves us; denying
ourselves and putting aside our agendas to follow God; and sharing His
love with others. These convicting messages touched many. We also
enjoyed special times of getting to know one another.

The highlight of the weekend was our annual “You Are a Man Award”
which went to Rex Hayashi for his faithful service and the “You Be a Man
Award” given to Lauren Yoshiba for his continued growth in the Lord.

We also enjoyed our 2nd Annual GVBC Men’s Retreat Softball game, coordinated by Wes
Harada and a rousing session of Telephone Charades which included what we will always
remember as the “miracle” of Donald Trump, Disneyland, and Ballroom Dancing.

Sunday’s session ended a final message from Pastor Kenny, heart-to-heart sharing,
prayer and communion. The Lord be praised!

Here are a few testimonials:

I really enjoyed our small group and being able to hear wisdom from the older men of
the church. I like hearing from people from different stages of life. I also enjoyed
hearing Pastor Kenny Wada speak and really appreciated how honest and vulnerable
he was in sharing his personal experiences. I always appreciate the people who pray
for me too and just being able to share in the brotherhood.” — Daniel Wang

The men's retreat was such a great blessing for me. Not only did it allow me to spend
quality time with my dad, but I was able to catch up with friends and meet some great
guys. Pastor Kenny's messages were powerful and resonated with me. I've
been praying daily that I can take up my cross and follow the Lord; for Jesus to
know me and love me despite my imperfections; for Him to know not only the
man I am, but the man I can be. I really enjoyed discussing these messages
with my small group and applying them to our lives. I thoroughly enjoyed my
time at Victory Ranch and feel blessed to have had an opportunity to share the
experience with my Christian brothers. I'm already looking forward to next
year! — Jon Kawashima

I was blessed to be encouraged as one who you see as a potential of
becoming a man of Christ. I've really enjoyed how it spoke to those who are
kind of drifting in their faith not knowing where to go. I liked seeing the younger
generation attend alongside the older men so walls are broken down.
—Lauren Yoshiba

FOLLOW ME: GVBC 2015 MEN’S RETREAT
BY KENT KOMAE
THEN HE SAID TO THEM ALL: “IF ANYONE WOULD COME AFTER ME, HE MUST DENY HIMSELF

AND TAKE UP HIS CROSS DAILY AND FOLLOW ME.” — LUKE 9:23 NIV

Photos by David ROCK

Speaker Kenny Wada
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Sunday, November 8
12:30 p.m. Community Hall

It’s almost time for our annual Election Meeting. Our agenda will be approving the 2016 Budget and voting on the
nominees for Board of Deacons. The 2016 General Funds Budget is available in the Narthex. The nominees for the
2016 Board of Deacons are:

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING

AGENDA FOR 2016 BOARD OF DEACONS

KATE BUN — MEMBER-AT-LARGE
Kate is the oldest of six kids (five girls and one
boy). Her parents are immigrants from
Cambodia. She was born in a Thai refugee
camp where her parents fled during the Khmer
Rouge communist regime in the late 1970s.
She was four when she came to the United
States and her family lived with her uncle and
his family in Oklahoma for a year before
settling in Fontana, CA where she was one of four Asian kids
at her elementary and junior high schools. Her family moved to
Long Beach, CA during her junior year of high school where
she attended and graduated from Long Beach Polytechnic
High School. She received her Bachelors Degree in biology
from USC then worked on the USC Health Sciences campus
as a lab technician in the Norris Cancer Research Center.
Later, she earned her Masters in Teaching and Secondary
Teacher Credential from USC as well. She currently works as
a biology teacher at Poly High School (her alma mater). Before
that she taught middle school science at a charter school in
Orange County. She’s been teaching for six years. It was at
her first teaching job where she came to know Christ through a
Christian co-worker. “The following six years have been
amazing,” Kate shared, “and I can now see how God has been
molding and shaping my life and my heart.” She is part of an
amazing small group of women as well as dancing with the
Hula ministry. This past summer, she went on her first short-
term mission trip to Rifu, Japan. And now she has a great
opportunity to lead a mission project workshop for this year's
Women's Weekend.

DAVID CHENG — MEMBER– AT-LARGE
David and his wife, Vera, have been
active members of GVBC for twenty-
seven years. They have two children,
Lauren and Jonathan. Both David and
Vera lead a worship team which plays
monthly during first service. David has previously served
on the church Board as a Member-at-Large and, more
recently, as Moderator and Board Chairperson from
2012 through 2014. During his last stint on the Board,
he helped in the planning of the church's 100th
Anniversary Celebration.

SILVIO CARRARA — TREASURER
Silvio has attended GVBC since 1988 and is
currently chair of the Financial Stewardship Core
Ministry. He has previously served as Assistant
Treasurer and has been a long-time member of
the Finance Committee. Silvio and his wife Jessie
were married in 1989. They have four children
and five grandchildren. Silvio graduated from
Montclair University, Montclair ,N.J. in 1969,
receiving his Bachelor’s Degree in Romance
Languages and American History. From 1960 to
1974, he taught Spanish, World History, and ESL at Passaic
High School. From 1975 to 1976 he worked as a technician for
Totowa Chrysler Plymouth. From 1977 to 1978 he worked as a
Service Representative for Chrysler Corporation in the New York
Metropolitan area. He also worked as a Service Representative
for American Honda Motor Co. in Virginia, West
Virginia ,Tennessee, Maryland ,and Georgia. From 1983 to 2007
he was Vice President of Service Division American Honda.

BOB MATSUSHIMA — MEMBER-AT-LARGE
Bob has previously served as Moderator of
the Board of Deacons. He was born in
L.A., moved to Gardena in the 2nd grade,
and grew up through the Sunday school at
GVBC. He loved church and it was always
fun for him to attend. But, in junior high, he
stopped coming and returned midway through college
after finding Jesus on his own in the Bible. Bob’s
children, Ann, Paul, and his wife, Teresa, all grew up at
GVBC. He was married here, dedicated their children
here, and have been an active member for over 30
years. In September, Bob recently retired from the
Gardena Kaiser Optometry after 30 years. Therefore,
he is transitioning into retired life and his wife's daily
Honey-Do lists. Bob says, “Thank you for the
opportunity to serve again.”

HERMANN SCHURR — CHURCH CLERK
Hermann is married to Juliet and
has three young adult children —
Andrew, Naomi and Jenna. He
was baptized at GVBC, became a
member in 1998, currently serves
on the Board as Member-at-large,
and has previously served on the
Board as Church Clerk. He is
active in the Financial
Stewardship Ministry and teaches the Life
Foundations Freed Up Personal Finances Course
with Silvio Carrara. Hermann loves traveling, and
with his son Andrew (who loves baseball), is
hoping to finish sometime in 2016, as many year
endeavors of visiting all Major League ballparks.
Hermann is bilingual in German and word has it he
soon may be retiring from his job as an engineer at
Northrop Grumman.
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD — WE WERE THERE!
BY TERESA MATSUSHIMA

This year, at the end of March, just before Bob and I were finished
with our time on the Africa Mercy Ships, we volunteered to spend the
day at an orphanage. We rode a canoe along the Pangales River
which took three hours to reach the children. Before we boarded, the
canoe driver loaded two large unmarked cardboard boxes onto the
canoe. He lashed them down with some netting. I thought, “This
must be cargo for the trip there,” and didn't give it much thought.
When we got to the orphanage, we all helped carry those boxes and
other things from the canoe to dry land.

We spent the day with the children, playing games, singing, saying
Bible verses, telling Bible stories, and doing a craft with them.
Toward the end of the day, we went to a sparse children's hut
where all the children sat on the straw-mat flooring. They lived in
one large straw hut with three adult caregivers. Their house
mother brought the two large cardboard boxes into the room.
Inside the boxes were the Operation Christmas Child wrapped
shoe boxes from America — one for each boy and girl. The house
mother called each child forward by name and handed each child
a shoebox. As we helped the housemother pass the boxes out, I
hesitated for a moment, worried they wouldn’t have enough for
each child. But, I was amazed because every boy and girl
received the appropriate aged box!

All these many years, our family had been sending the Christmas
Child shoe boxes overseas, but I always wondered what
happened to the gifts after our church sent them off. I often wondered if the
boxes really did make it to those distant countries. At the end of March, the
children in this orphanage were experiencing Christmas in March in
Madagascar.

The children were so excited about the wrapping paper, ribbons, string, and
even the rubber bands. These simple items gave them joy. They had not
even opened their boxes yet!  They were happy just with the outside of the
boxes. Then, they opened each of their gifts and tears welled up in my eyes
with joy on their little faces — a box full of toys and gifts just for them. I wish
you could have seen the children's faces light up when they opened their
own box. These are children who don't have any toys; don't own a pair of
shoes; and only have the clothes on their backs. One little girl was in a pair
of underwear only — no top, no shoes. So, I gave her an extra t-shirt I had in
my backpack. When I put it on this little two year old, the t-shirt dragged on
the ground like a dress. For them to receive a whole box full of treasures was
too good to be true.

By participating in Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child shoebox
ministry, we can share God's love with one child in a far-off land. Each box
includes a year–long Sunday school activity book full of Bible stories and
Bible verses in their language to share God's love with them throughout the
year. So we — who have an abundance — have this opportunity to share
with children in the world who have nothing more than the clothes they are
wearing.

God bless you as you
consider this wonderful
opportunity to share God's
love.

Bob & Teresa Matsushima

[See Linda Hayashi’s
article on page 7]

Bob & Teresa’s
mode of travel to
the orphanage

(Above) Children from the
orphanage waiting for Bob
& Teresa

Bob & Teresa Matsushima

Bob with the children
at the orphanage

Teresa
watching the
children open
their gift boxes
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES

To Janice Mayeda, Joyce Mayeda-Jones, Susan Mayeda-Johansen, Karen Mayeda and
families in the passing of their beloved aunt, Masako Minami, who passed away on Sunday,
October 18. The funeral service will be held on Saturday, October 31 at 11:00 a.m. at Green
Hills Memorial Park. Pastor Annette Kakimoto will officiate.

WANTED: Our support-based pastoral intern, Michelle Law, plans to move to our
area to be closer to GVBC. She is looking for a room to rent or a small apartment. If
you have a room she could rent or know of an apartment nearby, please contact Jan
Magnani in the office, ext. 0 or email her at: jan@gvbc.net.

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEWS 28:19

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING

Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119.

This is a prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing missions work. Please
join us for prayer. Information on our missionaries and mission projects will be provided.
For any questions please contact Linda Hayashi through the church office.

Open to all.

URBANA SILENT AUCTION

From Sunday, December 27 to Thursday, December 31 we are sending 13 college
students and 5 young adults to the InterVarsity URBANA 2015 Student Missions
Conference in St. Louis, Missouri. It will be a great opportunity for the team to get a
glimpse of God’s global mission and to take steps toward discovering their role in it. But,
as you all know, it can be very costly to send such a large team to the conference. This
is why we will once again be holding our church-wide Urbana Silent Auction to raise
funds which will cover registration fee, hotel and flight for the team.

The Silent Auction will be held Sunday October 25 in the Community Hall after both
worship services. Please begin praying and considering how you can get involved in
supporting our 2015 URBANA team. We welcome any donations of:

 New (or like-new items)

 Goods or services which can be auctioned off

 As well as financial support in the form of bidding (and of course overbidding) for the
items at the auction

 Services such as, car washing or babysitting, etc. are some of the services you can
bid on

Thank you and we look forward to teaming up with the church body in exposing the
Urbana Team to God’s greater will for their lives and equipping them to live it out
faithfully.

For any questions or donations, please contact Brad Toy (Director of College) at the
church office.



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

PASTORAL STAFF APPRECIATION MONTH

DON’T FORGET your cards and letters of appreciation to
our Pastoral Staff members. October 25 will be our
Pastoral Staff Appreciation Sunday. We will recognize our
Pastoral Staff along with their spouses. Our Pastoral Staff
consists of:
Steve & Nancy Langley, Senior Pastor
Eiji & Emi Osato, Assoc. Pastor, Nichigo
Daniel & Linda Matsuda, Assoc. Pastor, Young Marrieds
James & Yuko Chang, Assist. Pastor
Annette Kakimoto, Assist. Pastor
Chris & Michelle Koga, Assist. Pastor, Young Adult
Brad & Grace Toy, College-age Director
Layne Wakuta, Youth Director & Susan Wakuta,
Elementary Children’s Director
ALL ABOARD THE MEAL TRAIN MINISTRY
For our GVBC families who have welcomed a new baby;
who have immediate family members just released from
the hospital; who recently had a death within the family.
We need help making, delivering and providing meals.
Meal Train Ministry will set up the meal train online
(www.mealtrain.com) and we greatly appreciate
volunteers to make or buy a meal OR deliver a meal.
When we receive notice someone needs a Meal Train
setup, we will email or call everyone on the list. Anyone
who can provide a meal can sign up on the website or call
Peggy, ext. 675 at the church office. Contact Peggy if you
hear of someone within our church family who needs a
meal.
ROOTED (COLLEGE-AGE & YOUNG ADULT)
Sunday nights, 5:00 — 6:30 p.m., east side of the
Community Hall. College-age and young adults gather
together for a time of teaching and praising the Lord!
Questions can be directed to Chris Koga, chris@gvbc.net
or Brad Toy, brad@gvbc.net.
URBANA SILENT AUCTION

Sunday, October 25 after the worship services,
Community Hall [see article on page 5, Our Mission Field].
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS

Sunday, November 1. Fall BACK one hour.
ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
Sunday, November 8, 12:30 p.m., Bento lunch or bring
your own. Signups & flyers are in the Narthex [see article
on page 3].

2015 WOMEN’S WEEKEND

November 6 & 7. Special speaker is Ellen Hong. Friday
night 7:00 — 8:00 p.m. will be a wonderful night of
worship. From 8:00 — 9:00 p.m. there will be
refreshments in Room 201 and the Courtyard. On
Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. we will hear two
messages from Ellen Hong, join in with discussion groups,
enjoy a delicious lunch, and participate in afternoon
activity which will be a mission project. We’ll end the
weekend with the Women’s Worship Team. Our director is
Chris Umetsu.
VETERAN’S DAY — OFFICE WILL BE OPEN
Wednesday, November 11 6

susan@gvbc.net

susan@gvbc.net

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, November 14, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary.
Refreshments served in Room 201 after the service.
Everyone welcome. For more info contact Pastor Eiji
Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.
WENDY KATAGI CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY CONCERT
Sunday, November 15, 3:00 — 4:00 p.m. Invite your
friends and family!  New music as well as selections from
Wendy’s "Spirit of Christmas" CD will raise your spirit and
fill your heart with joyful song. Special guests: Grammy-
nominated Tom Zink (piano), Scott Kushigemachi (guitar),
and Nancy Korb (cello). For more information, contact
Cindy Matsuda, GVBC Evangelism Ministry or visit
www.wendykatagi.com.
HOLIDAY GRIEF GROUP
Saturday, November 21, 9:00 — 11:30 a.m., Room 220,
facilitator: Brian Lo, M.Div. For those who are grieving the
death of someone close, the holiday season can bring
about uncertainty, bittersweet memories, and worry about
what to do. Traditions which were once familiar and
comforting can stir-up intensified feelings of sadness,
anger, and confusion. We will spend time together talking
about such emotions; how to approach the holidays;
remembering our loved ones and more. Brian is a hospice
chaplain who specializes in providing emotional and
spiritual care to the dying and their loved ones, the
bereaved, facilitating bereavement groups and more. He
is a member of GVBC and attended since 2007. Please
come and join us. For more information and to RSVP,
contact the office or email gvbc@gvbc.net [Holiday Grief
in subject line].
THANKSGIVING SUNDAY SERVICES

November 22, both services in the Community Hall. Come
to our Thanksgiving Sunday service to hear how God has
blessed those in our congregation this past year during
our open-mic session of the service. Also, we will be
collecting your Operation Christmas Child gift boxes
during both worship services.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, November 4 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, November 1.

Announcements

NOTICE TO ALL GVBCers:  158th Street improvements
The City of Gardena has retained Bannaoun Engineers Constructors Corporation to make improvements on 158th Street
between Western Ave. to Normandie Ave. Construction began Monday, October 12 and will go through December 9,
barring any unforeseen circumstances or adverse weather conditions.

Access and parking from the hours of 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. on 158th St. will be limited. If you need access through the
construction zone, please allow additional time for possible detours to get to your destination.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD GIFT BOXES BY LINDA HAYASHI
We will kick-off this year’s Operation Christmas Child (OCC) shoebox project on Sunday, October 11. We will hear
exciting testimony from Bob and Teresa Matsushima, who participated in a distribution of the boxes while they were
serving in Madagascar earlier this year.

Operation Christmas Child is a shoebox gift project which was started by Samaritan’s Purse in 1993. The filled
shoeboxes will be distributed through local churches overseas and each child will also receive a colorful Gospel booklet
in their appropriate language. This is such an encouragement and help to the churches overseas. There is also a follow-
up program of evangelism and discipleship offered, known as The Greatest Journey, to help the children in their spiritual
journey. Please pray for the 50,000 churches from 110 countries who will be receiving shoeboxes through OCC in the
next 4 years. We know some of the shoeboxes from GVBC in past years were received in the Philippines and Panama. It
is possible to find out exactly where your box will go by printing a tracking label at www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.
Additional information and videos about OCC are available at on the website.

There will be a limited number of free red/green boxes available in the Narthex. You can also use your own shoebox. If
you would like to purchase a plastic shoebox, the box itself turns into a useful gift afterwards. Fill the shoeboxes with
items such as small toys, school supplies, hygiene items, candy, and a personal note. The brochure in the Narthex has
additional suggestions. Please consider making this a family project or something your Community Group can do
together. After the boxes are filled, please include a $7 per box donation [cash, check or online with credit card accepted]
to help cover shipping and other project expenses and place inside the box. Please place a rubber band around each
filled shoebox. Shoeboxes will be collected during worship services on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 22. Let’s again
bless hundreds of children with a box this Christmas! [See Teresa Matsushima’s article on page 4]

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 5:30 — 7:30 P.M. (volunteers can purchase food at 4:30
p.m.). Room setup will be on Thursday, October 29, starting at 2:00 p.m. Erector setup on
Friday, Oct. 30.

HARVEST FESTIVAL GUIDELINES

In order to provide a safe environment for our children and families, Gardena Valley Baptist
Church implements the following guidelines:

 The Harvest Festival is for children 5th grade (~10years old) and younger and their
families. Older siblings may accompany their younger siblings.

 Full-face masks are not allowed.
 Realistic replications of guns or other weapons are not allowed.
 Provocative clothing or scary costumes are not allowed.
 Shoes or footwear having wheels are not allowed.
 Live animals are not allowed (except certified service animals).

It is the discretion of the Registration Team and Guest Relations to interpret the appropriateness of any of
the above-mentioned items. These items may be stored at the registration table and picked up at the time of
exiting the festival. If guests choose not to follow these guidelines, they may be asked to leave the campus.

Thank you so much for your cooperation and making this an awesome experience for the children.
GVBC Children’s Ministry
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Young Marrieds ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, Young Adult
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUMAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Fall Series:  The Good News of God

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
Both services in the Sanctuary
Pastoral Staff Appreciation
Religion to Relationship

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1/COMMUNION
Future in Heaven to Life on Earth

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Making Decisions to Making Disciples

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Individual Identity to Corporate Community

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22
Both Services in the Community Hall
Thanksgiving Sunday

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29
First Sunday of Advent

5:30 — 7:30 P.M.


